Sree Nnsinghadeva *

The Manifestations of Vishnu cannot
be numbsred. FEach of t(hem has
distinetive Functions which should not
be confounded with thoese of the Others.
None of Them must be supposed to be
inferior or superior to Another. None of
Them ig less than Divine. There is no
applicability of the prineiple of
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disruptive divisibility either of Funetion
or of Personality to Vishnu or in regard
to HMis Divine constiluents, Those,
therefore, who choose to display any
want, ar discrimination in the degree, of
regard towarde any of the Manilestations
of the Divinity, commitl a grave offence
and display utter ignorance of the real
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Nature of the Divivity by confounding
Him with a parrow fiction of their
depraved imaginations.

It is, however, no offcice to
recogoize the distinetive nature of the
Personality and Functions of the
different Divine Manifestations. The
view Lhat there can be no distinetiveness
in Godhead as regards cither activity
or personality ignores the absulule
Nature of the  Thvinity who
compreliends, both individually as well
a5 collectively, every entity and, at the
game time, wmaintains His  Absolute
aloofness from all of thew in His Owa
Proper TPersonality and his iofinite
plenary and sccondary Manilestations,

As a matler of fact it is only the
unreserved serving aplitude of the
perfectly pure soul that is eligible Lo
function on the plane of the Ahasalute
withant being troubled by disruptive
diseriminations on the one hand and
denial of all distinetivencss of the
Divine Funetion on the other.

Sree Nrisingbadeva performs the
Divine Function of protecting the
Dovotee of Godhead and punishing  his
pereecutors. This Funection is performed
in a way that is wholly incomprehensible
to the expectations of the persecutors
themeelves. In  their  confusion
those who bhappen to undergo. the
Divine punishment ave only impressed
with the most terrible form
unintelligible  manilestation.
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devoten is privileged to find the true
and  perlectly benizn nature of the
process and of the Persopality of the
Punigher. This Funetion as well as this
distimctive Divine Personalily are not u
passing affair. Doth of thew ave eternal
and there iz a specilic redlm  where Sri
Nrisinghadeva is etermally served by
ITis devuleas.

Sree Nrisinghudeva graciously made
His Appearance in this world, that is to
say Lo the actnal view of unbelievers, at
a very early stage in the evolution of
the theistic consciousnesa of the huwan
race. llo described as the
fourth of Ihe Avataras of Vishnu. He
appeaved as the protector of the greal
devotee of Godhead, Sree Trahlad
Mahara] from the perssculions of his
demon-father Hiranyakashipn who was
slain by Sree Nrisinghadeva,

The devolion s
attended by the manifestation of the
causeless merry of Sree Nrisinghadoeva
umm‘pﬁfied in the Srao
Pralilad Mahara], The boy Prahlada is
perfectly fearvless wml is distinguished
by the yuality of speaking the truth
nnder all circuwstances from hiz very
childbood.  TTe does not brag of his
bravery., Such bragging would be
hypocrisy for one who is perfectly
aware that he is the protected of the
Lord, He iz only anxious to act up to
his oreat opportunily of preaching the
unalloyed trath in  the most uncou.

hag been

baglumug of
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genial circumstances hnmanly
conceivable in the only manner in
which it will eommand attention viz. by
the direct melhod of blunt unconcern
for personal conseqnences.

The martyr for religion is one of
the trite characters, who has heen
unduly Jauded to the gkies by persons
who have no idex of true devotion. Tt is

time that the so-called martyr for
religion need go  out of the theistie
literaturs  of the world for good.

Lel there be martyrs for all other
causcs. But religion does npt require
aoy martyrs or any sacrifice on Lhe
part of any person.  This is so for the
simple reason thal he ig the only person
who i= in a position to underatand that
every thing in the scheme of Providence
is a contrivance for hiz protection.

A child can be infinitely more
fearless, and naturally, than the bravest
warriorg and heroes of this world, if he
obtaing Lhe mercy of Sri Nrisinohadeva,
It iz not altogether inconecivable to
admit the possibility of the eternal
existencn of a happy realm where this
mercy is enjoyed by evory one of its
denizens. It ig also perfectly adwmizsible
that such a state of things wounid be
incompatible with one of the interests
that we are so anxions to promote (?)
by our futile efforts. But it is not given
to anr poar nnderstanding toapprehend
how suoh conduet would be faasible on
this muondane plane. The econdnet of
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Pralilada would scem to be opposed to
all our most cherished interests and the
methods intended for seonring them. It i
likely to be voted as chimerical and
mischiavous and there is every possibility
of its turning outl a real nuisamce il the
allempt  to imitate the conduct of
Prahlada is wade by a person who
bag no acoess to the plaue of Divine
service.

But it would not bo leas faolish to
pay noneed to the teachings of Bri
Prahlada Msharaj on the ground that
it is not applicable to a hypoerite like
mysell. 1t would Le bhoth foolish and
wicked to condemn the conduect of a
pura dovotee of Sri Nrisinghadeva, for
the delibarate failures of fettered souls,
This ergument wili nob of conrse help
to establish the claim of any particalar
individual to the statns of & pure de-
votee of Sri Nrisinghadeva, The pure
devotee is a substantiva reality in the
only zense of that term. His exiastence
cannot be challenged any more than
the existence of a piecce of stone. Nay
the existence of the devotee is rightly
elaimed to be the substantive reality
itzell of which the mundane stone is
aaly a perverted reflection, The fune-
tion of the devotee i3 also corres.
pondingly more real than any form of
mundane aclivity and is, therefors, not
ahatrnctible by any so-called adverse
mundane circumstance, As a malter
of fact there can be no adverse
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circomstance on the plano of the
spiritual funetion.

There aro persons who may be
disposed to assent to the principle of
the above facts but who withhold their
comple's  consent to the point of
personal participation in the ritualistic
worship of Sri Nrisinghadeva na laid
down in the Seriptures. This objection
to ritual takes one of two furms. The

vhjection may he gither to
mechanicality, or to the form of
conerete external  symbols as

representing the object or offerings of
worship, Those who are disposed to
confound the Holy form of the
Divinity revealed to our view by the
sadhus in pursnance of the Seriptures,
with idole mado by wan, may be
regarded ag oppozed to all worship on
principle. Beeanze the charge will be
brought against alt forms of worship
it one is definitely disposed to he
sceptical regarding the possibility of
revelation. This would be also opposed
to the rational prineciple itself and
ono may be pardoned if one refuses to
consider [urther the opposition of such
irrational atheists,

The objoction of mechanicality
deserves the most caveful consideration
at the hands of all persons who are not
prepared to be deprived of the proper
use of their rational faculty. The whole
issue of genuineness of worship tl{:pon-‘la
practically on the personality of the
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worshipper. IL is our contention bused
on Shastric as well as rationalistic
considerations  that  unless  the
worshipper has  access to Lhe
transcendental  plane  ne  genuine
worship of the Absolule person s
possible. The sadhue is such a person.
The sadhu is identical with the
individual soul in the natural state of
perfect [reedom from the domination of
thelimiting power. Ttis the possible nay
the only and paramount, duty of every
person to seek Lo atlain to the purely
spiritual state. This is a duly which
every individual owea to his own proper
sell. This slate  of free sapiritual
existence is wot abtainable by any
mothod devised by tha limited
nnderstanding of man, a= it is ab present,
Ho, therefore, reqnives help from a
transcendental sourco. The genunine
sadhu is anch a source, He alona can.
therefore, devise any system of renuine
worship for the econditioned soul, This
help is also in accordance wilh the
teachings of the Seriptures.

If we try to follow the Seriplures
by our own limited and fallible
understanding we are bound to lLe
turnéd into either an irrational fanatic
or an irrational seeptic or a walicinus
atheist. Dut  neither can any of
us avoid the duty of following the
Seriptures nnder the absolute wuidance
of real sadhus withont turnmg into
the enemies of pure devotees like Sri
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Prahlada Mahamj, and being killed by  the offence of persecuting His servants
Sri Nreisinghadeva in consegquence of  for their beneficent activibies.
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